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First Baptist Church of Elon

"I was hoping to leave with something more concrete." That line and several
familiar sentiments were shared with me in the days after our final church-
wide Vision retreat. Rick Jordan, however, did a great job of giving us a per-
spective and a framework, even a language, for what we are seeking through
our current Vision Statement. Ultimately, we are seeking to be a church and a
people who are spiritually renewed. That is not to say that we are not spiritual
or faithful. It is, rather, a call to deepen our faith and better form our spirituali-
ty. In doing so, we believe God will give us a yet new and shared vision for
who He wants us to be as a congregation, bringing us back to the questions:
Who are we? Who are our neighbors? Why are we here?

Even so, at the time of writing this newsletter the Discovery Team is preparing
to meet and comb through all of your suggestions, thoughts, dreams and ide-
as, going all the way back to the beginning of this process over one year ago.
The goal is to put together a concrete and clear plan for how we will implement
our vision over the next year. Looking at all of the data we've gathered from
you we hope to develop a proposal, "A Way Forward," that details four to five
specific activities we can do together as a church that focus on our differing
"spiritual pathways."

This document, "A Way Forward," will also give clear suggestions to ministry
teams regarding how they might embrace and carry out the vision. Once
developed, this document will be presented to the church body for approval.
Once approved the Discovery Team will at last be dissolved. It will then be up
to the Vision and Leadership Team to ensure the plans are carried out to fulfill
the vision. Please keep all this in your deepest prayers!

Advent Devotional: ""A Community of Faith"
Written by You, the members of FBC

As we seek spiritual renewal, it is important to remember that one of our spiritual
pathways is the study of God's word. We are also seeking to know one another
more deeply. In these efforts, we would like to take the month of November to
create an Advent devotional written by YOU! As a community of faith it is im-
portant that we share our faith and our perspectives on God and His Word.

We are asking that YOU write a brief devotional thought for one of the days of
Advent. Don't worry, you don't have to be a scholar, nor an author. We will provide
you with guidelines and a pattern to follow. We can also suggest a scripture and a
theme for your devotional thought, which will only be a paragraph or two.

Contact Mason if you are interested in participating in this fun
and edifying opportunity.




CHURCH WIDE NEWS
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We Need You!

Experience DTary and Joseph’s
Journey to the mnanger

Stations:

The Stable (Mary and Joseph)

The Inn (Inn Keeper)

The City Gate (Tax Collector)

The Fields (The Shepherds)

The Census Takers (Roman Soldier and Officer)
The Market Place (Villagers selling stuff)

We need people to make bake goods (cookies, breads, etc., pottery and designs if you have
any at home you want to give away)

Stage
We need folks to help build stable, Inn and the market place

Decorating
Help decorate the areas

Hospitality

Baking and crafts

Registration
Welcome the people when they come in

Costumes
Getting people fitted with the costumes up stairs

Follow Up Team
Connect with families that visit following this event

Please connect Mason, David, Kim or Gay if you can help in any way to make this event suc-
cessful. We need everyone to help! You can call or email us.
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Children’s Team

Volunteers Needed for A O Elementary School Duty Free Lunch for Teachers on:

Novemhileé&r
December 7

The times varies from 10:00 am to 1:30 pm. | will not know until the week of how many people we
need and what times they need us. Thank you to Athan, Susan R, and Paula for helping in October.

Gay

Family Team

AAfternoon Chato
Thursday, November 15

Barnes & Noble - 3 p.m.

Second Star to the Right by Mary Alice Monroe

Formations Team

Job: A Story of Unlikely Joy
Joy is the constant companion of the woman who trusts in the Lord. And while you can find it in

friends, family, and circumstances, unfailing, persistent joy will only ever overflow from your rela-
tionship with Jesus.

Just ask Job, the man from Uz who clung to God& goodness while all his worldly joys were stripped
away.

But how is it possible to hold onto such joy in times of sorrow?

In this 7-session study, Lisa Harper helps us discover the redemptive facet of Job& suffering. Learn
to view pain as a way to strengthen your faith, point others to the gospel, and trust in the Lord.
Because His providence will never take you to a place where His grace will not sustain you.

Leslie Cornell will moderate these sessions beginning Sunday evening, January 6, 2019. Please
contact her to indicate your desire to participate. Study guides are $12.99 and can be purchased at
Lifeway Christian Bookstore or by Leslie if you want her to pick it up for you. Just let her know.
While gentlemen are welcome, the video sessions are clearly directed to women.

Leslie Cornell
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Missions Team

Its Stew Time!!l! Saturday, November 10

Wedl be preparing stew on Friday, Nov. 9—Saturday, Nov.10.
$7.00 a quart pick-up Saturday, November 10 between 12:00 and 4:00.

Don& miss out on our delicious stew!

Come by for lunch between 12 and 2 to taste this yeard& stew and fellowship as you pick up your
order. If you forget to order come on by - we might have some extra quarts available for sale.

BAKE SALE

The Missions Team is sponsoring a Bake Sale in conjunction with our annual Stew Sale. The
proceeds will be used for CBF Missions.

But to have a Bake Sale, we need baked goods! If you can provide a goodie or two for us to sell,
please call Leslie Cornell (336-214-1660) and let her know how many items you can donate.

Baked goods need to be delivered to the fellowship hall Friday afternoon (11/9) or by 10:00AM
Saturday morning (11/10). Thank you for your help!

Senior Adult Team

Seni or Adul t Mi ni stries. ..

Senior Adult Breakfast - Tuesday, November 6 8:30 am @ Ramada Inn

"Circle of Friends" - Tuesday, November 6 1:30 pm ‘ m’

Senior Adult Team Meeting - Tuesday, November 6 2:30 pm d

Missions Brunswick Stew - Saturday, November 10 -

Senior Adult Luncheon - Tuesday, November 13 11:30 am - 1:00 pm $3/person
Entertainers: The Visionaires (A Love Offering will be taken up for the singing group.)
Menu: Turkey, Dressing, Sweet Potato Casserole, Green Beans, Cranberry Salad/Sauce,
Dessert, and Drink
Deadline to Sign Up - Wednesday, November 7

Community Thanksgiving Service - Tuesday, November 20 7:00 pm
Elon Community Church

Fun and Fellowship Trip to Southern Supreme Fruitcake Factory (Bear Creek, NC)
Tuesday, November 27 9 am - 2:30 pm

Norman & Judy Harris
146 Rich Lane

Elon, NC 27244
336-270-4864

Joined October 14, 2018!
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Youth News

Just haug ht

Have you ever felt alone? | think all of us have answered "Yes" to that question at some
point in our lives. Maybe we are answering "Yes" to it right now. Our youth will be tackling
this question the first weekend in November on our Fall Retreat this year. "Do Not Fly Solo"
is our theme, and using the loner image of Han Solofrom T h e St a moviks, wewill
address the three essential relationships that all Christians should have. These relation-
ships help combat those times of loneliness in our lives.

"Relationship with God", "Relationship as a Mentor", "Relationship as a Mentee" - Can you
put a check mark beside each of these boxes when it comes to your relationships? Our role
in each of these relationships will create a dynamic spiritual walk! Youth, sign up for our
Fall Retreat to learn more! FBC Elon, keep your youth in our prayers as we approach these
relationships in November!

In Christ,
David

Upcoming Youth Ministries

b2@SY0SN | 2dzil K @ XOURHRRIKIRIBAY'S

Youth Fall Retreat to Kerr Lake

. Jacob Prichard November 1
!.:Blg al‘},étNI?IveST)?:'r 2 2 S, Dol e = Caitlyn Mansfield November 26
y Wesley Smith November 27

Task Force: Brunswick Stew Help!
Saturday, November 10

9-11 am

Emerge
Sunday, November 11, 18, 25
9:45 am

Consuming Fire

Sunday, November 11 and 18 November 2 - 4 Kerr Lake
5:30 pm Cost - $30/youth

The Breakfast Club Departure Time on Friday: 5:30 pm

\éV:gnesday, November 14 and 28 Return Time on Sunday: 12:00 pm
- am

Community Thanksgiving Service

Tuesday, November 20 7 pm

Elon Community Church Coming in December!

Stay Tuned for more details
and more information on our
December plans!

**ff**Movie & Dinner!

"Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald" +
Blue Ribbon Diner

Sunday, November 25

3-7pm
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nsveimber

Ushers: Tommy Hill, Athan Lindsay, Mike Harrington, John
Jennings Greeters: Janie Brown, Paula Harrison, Chip &
Tammie Ferguson, Betty Justice, Judy Tickle

9:00 AM Prayer

Sunday Morning Opportunitie

D

(Library)

Sunday Night Mi

5:30 PM Consuming Fire (Youth)

nistries 11/11, 11

1

:

AM Prayer &
aise
6:30 PM Crochet

Youth Fall Retreat Nov 2-4

ty Foundation (F#
No Youth Mtg.

1)

FH Reserved for
Election

9:15 AM Deacons Prayer (frm. 201)ff 5: 30 PM Ki d&6s Mu§ Mi slsi on Friegnds
9:45 AM Sunday School 6: 15 PM RAGs & K dJog’Jg I§1t%I'u sifc el
11:00 AM Morning Worship Weekend On Call Minister
Gay 332631509
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Daylight Saving |3 PM FH (Electiop8:30 AM Senior |6 PM Handbells |11 AM Prayer & Brunswick Stew ¢
Time ends Adult Breakfast af7 PM Choir Praise Bake Sale
4 PM Choir Reh. Ramada Inn Rehearsal FH reserved 5:30
5 PM Meal 1: 30 PM|oCircl e [7030PM
5:306:30 PM Friendsé
Church Wide Alat 2:30 PM Senior
mance Communit Adult Team Mtg Weekend On Call Minister

David 33@131535

37 PM

reserved 5:38:30

Fun & Fellowship

Biscuitville

Praise

1 12 13 14 15 16 17
Veterans Day |6:30 PM VLT Mtd11:30 AM Senior|6:45 AM Youth tq11 AM Prayer & Fellowship Hall
4 PM Church Adult Luncheon |Biscuitville Praise reserved 10 A8l
Council 6 PMHandbells [3 PM O0Af|t ernoon |PM
7 PM Choir Chat o Bajr nas—=2
Newsletter articlgs Rehearsal Noble Weekend On Call Minister
due 6:30 PM Crochet Mason 338646572
Group Mtg.

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

7:00 PM Church Office | Thanksgiving

Community Closed

22?\2‘;29;\{'2?0” Chlgg;gjmce Weekend On Call Minister

Community Mason 332646572

Church
25 26 27 28 29 30
Handbells Play [Fellowship Hall |9 AM382:30 PM |6:45 AM Youth tg11 AM Prayer &

Youth Movie & [PM Trip to Southern |6 PM Handbells
Dinner Supreme Fruit |7 PM Choir
No other PM cake Factory  |Rehearsal Weekend On Call Minister
Ministries .
David 332131535
[
15: Margaret Miller 7" Ed Swing 15" Elmer Dalton 22" Linnea Allred
1st Shirley Holland 10" Norman Harris 16" Billy Thompson 23" Emily Barefoot
1fh Jacob Prichard 11" Brandi Brenner 17" Matt French 26™ Caitlyn Mansfield
4 Gerald Yount 13" Betty Stallings 18" Bill Mann 27" Wesley Smith
4 Scott Durham 13" Jesse Nikitin 19" Judy Tickle
6" Jeff Howard 15" Betty Justice 22" David Wall
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First Baptist Church
. f/ of Elon

621 E. Haggard Ave.
P.O. Box 778
Elon, NC 27244

Phone: 336 -584-2735
Fax: 336 -584-5181

Dr. Mason Smith, Pastor
pastor@fbc -elon.org

Dr. David Durham, Associate Pastor
youth@fbc -elon.org

Gay Collins, Minister of Music & Children
music@fbc -elon.org

Janice Somers, Adm. Assistant
secretary@fbc -elon.org

We’re on the Web!

www. fbc-elon.org

CHURCH WIDE

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4

Fellowship Meal -5 pm
Speaker - 5:30 pm

Alamance Community Foundation
OEstablishing

Endowments, The Church, and Beyond
A Conversation with Gavin Stevens
Executive Directory of ACF

a

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING
SERVICE
Tuesday, November 20
7 p.m.
Elon Community Church
Offering for Allied Church of
Alamance County

L

'C?'Mgs?mcay 6’pportunities PP
DecemberOn2z St ar r y6 :NiOg hpt

DecemberAl 9 | s1 WeQQ am
DecemberChXé st mas @an0dl ig
DecemberCh24 st mas EvE: Ge

pm

Advent Starts on December 2
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